
SERIES: The Epistle to the Romans 
 
TODAY’S LESSON: Israel’s Failure and Sovereign Election 
 
TODAY’S TEXT: Romans 9:1–18 
 
Introduction: 
 
I. THE FAILURE OF ISRAEL, vv. 1–5 
 

A. The Lament of Paul, vv. 1–3 
 

B. The Privileges of the Jews, v. 2 
 

C. The Presumption of the Jews (extra-biblical literature) 
 
II. THE PRINCIPLES OF DISTINGUISHING GRACE, vv. 6–18 
 

A. God’s Election is Not Based on Physical Descent, vv.  
6–9 

 
1. The Word of God and the Divine Purpose, v. 6 
 
2. The Example of Isaac and Ishmael, vv. 7–9 

 
B. God’s Election is Not Based on Human Merit, vv. 10–13 

 
1. The Example of Jacob and Esau, vv. 10–12 
 
2. The Old Testament Proof Text (Malachi 1:2), v. 13 
 

C. God’s Election is Not Inconsistent with His Justice, 
vv. 14–18 

 
1. It is Related to His Mercy, vv. 14–16 
 
2. It is Related to His Judgment, vv. 17–18 

 
Conclusion: 
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